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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The references listed in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on July 26, 
2005 have been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449 form or 
PTO/SB/08A and 08B forms). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 5, 9, 13, and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dunn et al. (U.S.Pat-61 38008). 

Regarding claim 1 , Dunn teaches in a mobile telephone system (abstract), a 
method for call treatment comprising: 

(a) upon receiving a call placed by a caller for a user (col.2, lines 13-31, calling 
party using a cellular network and received by a called party), determining a geographic 
location for the user's telephone in the system (fig.2a-2d, col.4, lines 9-30, determines 
the time at the called party's geographical location); 
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(b) determining the time-of-day (TOD) at the telephone's location (fig.2a-2d, 
abstract, col.4, lines 9-30, col. 4, line 62 to col.5, line 13, determines the time at the 
called party's geographical location); and 

(c) informing the caller of the TOD (fig.2a-2d, abstract, col.4, lines 9-30, col.4, 
line 62 to col.5, line 13). 

Regarding claim 5, Dunn teaches in a mobile telephone system (abstract), a 
method for call treatment comprising: 

(a) determining a geographic location for a subscriber to the system for a call 
placed by a caller (fig.2a-2d, col.4, lines 9-30, determines the time at the called party's 
geographical location); 

(b) determining the TOD at the subscriber's location (fig.2a-2d, abstract, col.4, 
lines 9-30, col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 13, determines the time at the called party's 
geographical location); and 

(c) checking for and applying treatment options set by the subscriber if the TOD 
in step (b) falls within a preset range (fig.2a-2d, abstract, col.4, lines 9-30, col.4, line 62 
to col.5, line 13J. 
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Regarding claim 9, Dunn teaches a call roaming system comprising a facility for 
determining a geographic location of a called party for a call placed by a caller (fig.2a- 
2d, abstract, col.4, lines 9-30, col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 13J, determining the time of day 
(TOD) in the called party's location (fig.2a-2d), and informing the caller of the destination 
TOD (fig.2a-2d, abstract, col.4, lines 9-30, col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 13, determines the 
time at the called party's geographical location). 

Regarding claim 13, Dunn teaches a call treatment system comprising a facility 
for determining a geographic location of a called party for a call placed by a caller 
(fig.2a-2d, abstract, col.4, lines 9-30, col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 13J, determining the 
time of day (TOD) in the called party's location (fig.2a-2d), and checking for and 
applying treatment options set by the called party if the TOD determined falls within a 
preset range (fig.2a-2d, abstract, col.4, lines 9-30, col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 13, 
determines the time at the called party's geographical location) . 

Regarding claim 17, Dunn teaches a machine-readable medium having stored 
thereon a set of instructions that cause a machine to perform a method comprising: 

(a) determining a geographic location of a called party for a call placed by a caller 
(fig.2a-2d, col.4, lines 9-30, determines the time at the called party's geographical 
location); 
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(b) determining the TOD at the called party's location (fig.2a-2d, abstract, col.4, 
lines 9-30, col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 13, determines the time at the called party's 
geographical location); and 

(c) informing the caller of the TOD (fig.2a-2d, abstract, col.4, lines 9-30, col.4, 
line 62 to col.5, line 13). 

Regarding claim 18, Dunn teaches a machine-readable medium having stored 
thereon a set of instructions that cause a machine to perform a method comprising: 

(a) determining a geographic location of a subscriber to the system for a call 
placed by a caller (fig.2a-2d, col.4, lines 9-30, determines the time at the called party's 
geographical location); 

(b) determining the TOD at the subscriber's location (fig.2a-2d, abstract, col.4, 
lines 9-30, col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 13, determines the time at the called party's 
geographical location); and 

(c) checking for and applying treatment options set by the subscriber if the TOD 
in step (b) falls within a preset range (fig.2a-2d, abstract, col.4, lines 9-30, col.4, line 62 
to col.5, line 13J. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-4, 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Dunn et al. (U.S.Pat-61 38008) in view of Logan et al. (U.S.Pub- 

20050153729). 

Regarding claim 2, Dunn teaches the method of claim 1 . 

Dunn fails to specifically discloses providing the caller an option of going directly 
to voice mail without sending a ring event, or sending a ring event for the call. However, 
Logan teaches cellular phone operator to place the phone in an automatic answering 
mode in which the phone answers the coming call and automatically transmit a 
message to transmit specific instructions to the caller at the distant telephone, and 
Logan teaches providing the caller an option of going directly to voice mail without 
sending a ring event (paragraph 001 8-0019), or sending a ring event for the call 
(paragraph0049-0050). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time invention was made to use providing the caller an option of going 
directly to voice mail without sending a ring event, or sending a ring event for the call as 
taught by Logan with Dunn teaching in order to allow cellular phone operator to place 
the phone in an automatic answering mode in which the phone answers the coming call 
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and automatically transmit a message to transmit specific instructions to the caller at the 
distant telephone. 

Regarding claim 3, Dunn and Logan further teaches the method of claim 2 
wherein the caller is enabled by selection to control the ring event (see Dunn, abstract, 
see Logan, paragraph 0035, 0049-0050). 

Regarding claim 4, Dunn and Logan further teaches the method of claim 3 
wherein the ring events selected include at least one of a light flash, a buzz or a ring 
(see Dunn, abstract, see Logan, paragraph 0035). 

Regarding claim 6, Dunn teaches the method of claim 5. 

Dunn fails to specifically discloses setting treatment options by input from the 
subscriber. However, Logan teaches cellular phone operator to place the phone in an 
automatic answering mode in which the phone answers the coming call and 
automatically transmit a message to transmit specific instructions to the caller at the 
distant telephone, and Logan teaches setting treatment options by input from the 
subscriber (paragraph 0009). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time invention was made to use providing the caller an option of 
going directly to voice mail without sending a ring event, or sending a ring event for the 
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call as taught by Logan with Dunn teaching in order to allow cellular phone operator to 
place the phone in an automatic answering mode in which the phone answers the 
coming call and automatically transmit a message to transmit specific instructions to the 
caller at the distant telephone. 

Regarding claim 7, Dunn and Logan further teaches the method of claim 6 
wherein the treatment options include a password provided by the subscriber (see 
Dunn, col.3, lines 28-65, see Logan, paragraph 0055). 

Regarding claim 8, Dunn and Logan further teaches the method of claim 7 
wherein the treatment options include an emergency procedure wherein the caller is 
prompted for the password to place a call within an otherwise restricted time of day (see 
Dunn, col.3, lines 28-65, see Logan, paragraph 0055). 

Regarding claim 10, Dunn teaches the system of claim 9. 

Dunn fails to specifically discloses providing the caller an option of going directly 
to voice mail without sending a ring event, or sending a ring event for the call. However, 
Logan teaches cellular phone operator to place the phone in an automatic answering 
mode in which the phone answers the coming call and automatically transmit a 
message to transmit specific instructions to the caller at the distant telephone, and 
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Logan teaches providing the caller an option of going directly to voice mail without 
sending a ring event (paragraph 0018-0019), or sending a ring event for the call 
(paragraph0049-0050). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time invention was made to use providing the caller an option of going 
directly to voice mail without sending a ring event, or sending a ring event for the call as 
taught by Logan with Dunn teaching in order to allow cellular phone operator to place 
the phone in an automatic answering mode in which the phone answers the coming call 
and automatically transmit a message to transmit specific instructions to the caller at the 
distant telephone. 

Regarding claim 11, Dunn and Logan further teaches the system of claim 10 
wherein the system enables the caller to control the ring event by selection (see Dunn, 
abstract, see Logan, paragraph 0035, 0049-0050). 

Regarding claim 12, Dunn and Logan further teaches the system of claim 1 1 
wherein the ring events selected include at least one of a light flash, a buzz or a ring 
(see Dunn, abstract, see Logan, paragraph 0035, 0049-0050). 



Regarding claim 14, Dunn teaches the system of claim 13. 
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Dunn fails to specifically discloses setting treatment options by input from the 
subscriber. However, Logan teaches cellular phone operator to place the phone in an 
automatic answering mode in which the phone answers the coming call and 
automatically transmit a message to transmit specific instructions to the caller at the 
distant telephone, and Logan teaches, setting treatment options by input from the 
subscriber (paragraph 0009). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time invention was made to use providing the caller an option of 
going directly to voice mail without sending a ring event, or sending a ring event for the 
call as taught by Logan with Dunn teaching in order to allow cellular phone operator to 
place the phone in an automatic answering mode in which the phone answers the 
coming call and automatically transmit a message to transmit specific instructions to the 
caller at the distant telephone. 

Regarding claim 15, Dunn and Logan further teaches the system of claim 14 
wherein the treatment options include a password provided by the called party (see 
Dunn, col. 3, lines 28-65, see Logan, paragraph 0055). 

Regarding claim 16, Dunn and Logan further teaches he system of claim 15 
wherein the treatment options include an emergency procedure wherein the caller is 
prompted for the password to place a call within an otherwise restricted time of day (see 
Dunn, col. 3, lines 28-65, see Logan, paragraph 0055). 
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Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Sollee et al. (U.S.Pat-6393288) discloses Method of identifying mobile station 
location to establish homezone feature. 

Oh (U.S.Pat-6751483) discloses Method of displaying a local time of a called 
party in portable mobile terminal. 

Wang et al. (U.S.Pat-6934543) discloses Method and apparatus for filtering 
incoming calls in a mobile communication system. 

Rignell et al. (U.S.Pat-5818920) discloses Apparatus for controlling 
communication connections based on local time. 

Castagna (U.S.Pat-6546084) discloses Voice mail system and method with 
subscriber selection of agent personalities telephone user interface address book and 
time zone awareness. 

Shaffer et al. (U.S.Pat-6600817) discloses Method and apparatus for monitoring 
communication connections within and across time zones. 

Osman et al. (U.S.Pat-5920614) discloses City, time and toll-charge display 
when calling telephone numbers. 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khai M. Nguyen whose telephone number is 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on 571.272.7922. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Khai Nguyen 



571.272.7923. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 
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SUPERVISORY PRIMARY EXAMINER 




